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2025-01-04   Second Sunday after Christmas 

 
Greetings, Welcome to Visitors, people on Radio. Communion Statement. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
 Praise your God, O Zion! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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Kyrie 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this 
Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 

 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a 
thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and 
God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit 
on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my 
father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the 
midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for 
multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern 
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 
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 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 
and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I 
give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, 
all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father 
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 
 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his 
servants. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 

 
Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 

Spiritual Blessings in Christ 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us 
in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be 
to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
 

 
 
 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 
 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve 
years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group 
they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 
45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they 
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I 
have been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke 
to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother 
treasured up all these things in her heart. 
 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 
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Catechism Review 

 
The Conclusion 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
What does this mean? 
This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard 
by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Amen, amen 
means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 
 

Oh, Blest the House LSB 862 

 

 

 
Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
Offering 

 
We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781 

 

 
 
5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace, 
    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 
6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
    We do it unto Thee. 
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Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Installation of Congregational Officers 
 

Those to be installed are presented before the altar. The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 
P Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture admonishes us that “all things should be done decently and in order.” 

 
To that end, the constitution and bylaws of this congregation establish various offices to which men and 
women are elected and appointed to serve. In so doing, the Church follows the example of the Early 
Christian Church as described in Acts, chapter six: 
 
The twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 
preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
 
The apostle Peter writes in his first epistle: 
 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Each officer is named individually according to his or her respective office. 

 
P [Name] has been elected to serve as [title of position]. 
 

The pastor addresses the officers-elect: 
 
P You have been chosen to fill specific offices and positions of responsibility at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

in Wharton, TX. You are to work with the pastor, that our life together in Christ may be orderly and 
pleasing in His sight. 
 
You are to see that the services of God’s house are held at the proper times, that the Word of God is 
purely preached and taught according to the Lutheran Confessions, that the Sacraments of Christ are 
administered according to His institution, that provision is made for the Christian instruction of young 
and old, that the erring are admonished, and that discipline is maintained. 
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You are to see that the temporal affairs of the congregation are properly administered and that proper 
support is provided for the workers of this congregation. You are to assist in caring for the poor and the 
sick, in cultivating harmony among the members, in promoting the general welfare of the congregation, 
and in furthering the kingdom of Christ here and throughout the world. 
 
While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the congregation, it is 
especially important that you, as office-bearers in His Church, show yourselves, by word and example, to 
be faithful to Him in service and Christian devotion. 
 
In the presence of God and of this congregation, I therefore ask you: Do you accept the office(s) 
entrusted to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out your duties, trusting in the Lord and 
conforming yourself to His Word in accordance with the faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If so, 
then answer: I do. 

R I do. 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 
P Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by these men and women 

whom you have selected to serve as officers of St. Johns Lutheran Church. Do you promise to support 
them in their work, to remember them in your prayers, and to work with them to the best of the abilities 
that God has given you, so that He may be glorified and His work be done in our midst? If so, then 
answer: We do. 

C We do. 
 

The pastor addresses the officers-elect: 
 
P Brothers and sisters in Christ, I install you as officers of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Wharton, Tx in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P The almighty and most merciful God enlighten and strengthen you in your offices that you may be good 

and faithful stewards to the glory of His name and the good of His people. 
C Amen. 
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Stand 
 
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have raised up these servants for work among Your 
people. We humbly implore You to grant them, by Your Holy Spirit, those gifts needed for the faithful 
carrying out of their tasks, most especially wisdom, strength, and willing hearts. Let Your blessing rest on 
this congregation. Strengthen the faith, quicken the love, and enkindle the zeal of its members, that Your 
name may be glorified and that here and in all places under heaven the kingdom of Your Son may be 
advanced. We remember with thanksgiving those who have faithfully served Your people and have now 
completed their time of service. We pray that in the end of days we, with all Your faithful people, may 
hear the voice of Christ saying: “Come, you who are blessed by My Father; inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world”; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Go in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 

that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that sustains us from day 
to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for 
the lives of all faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our 
hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly 
given to Your service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Strengthen Your 

faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good 
works, and establishing in them the faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in Your Church that, 

by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to advance the Gospel 

both at home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in challenging times. 

Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for the Gospel 
refresh and renew the witness of Your people everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with integrity. Grant health 
and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the president and congress of the United States, the 
governor and legislature of this state, and to all those who make, administer, and judge our laws.] Help 
them to serve this people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days in Your peace. 

Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the nations of the world that mutual 
understanding and common endeavor may be increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research and those who 

teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that people may serve You honorably in 
Church and state, and that our common life may be conformed to the ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in the covenant of 

their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite the 
members of all families in a spirit of affection and service that they may show Your praise in our land and 
in all the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, the leisure and 

rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special protection those whose work is difficult 
or dangerous, and be with all who put their hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their 
labor and the knowledge that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity (especially 

[name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws 
near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, 
taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth, who 

now rest from their labors (especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at 
last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who 

died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 
C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, 
we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 195 
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Lord’s Prayer 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Agnus Dei 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

 
Right Column LSB 199 

The true body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
 
The true blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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What Is This Bread LSB 629 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946 
Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005290 
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I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005290 
Tune: Public domain 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis 199 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Salutation 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

Benedicamus 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
 

 
 

Benediction 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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God of Grace and God of Glory LSB 850 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878–1969 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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