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2025-12-21  Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Greetings, Welcome to Visitors, people on Radio. Communion Statement. 
I Love to Tell the Story (Christmas Edition) 

1 I love to tell the story 
of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and His glory, 
of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story 
because I know it's true. 
it satisfies my longings 
as nothing else can do. 

 
Ref I love to tell the story! 

'Twill be my theme in glory 
to tell the old, old story 
of Jesus and His love. 

 
2 I love to tell the story; 

of our dear Savior's birth. 
Of how the angel chorus 
announced with joyful mirth 
That little baby Jesus 
was Christ, the earth's true Lord; 
Of how the lowly shepherds 
on bended knee adored [refrain] 

 
3 I love to tell the story, 

of how, from heaven above 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
was sent to show God's love 
To every sinful creature 
open this earthly place; 
How Christ, the Gift from heaven, 
is God's great gift of grace [refrain] 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father, Author of our salvation, in the name of His Son, Jesus, whose birth we 
celebrate; and in the name of the Holy Spirit, who sustains the faith born within us. 

C Amen. Let us know go to Bethlehem to worship our newborn King. 
 
P Pray that we go as obediently as Joseph, as trusting as Mary, as jubilantly as the shepherds. 
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Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

The Story Begins 

Come and gather around, and I'll tell you a story that's true; 
of how God the Father sent His Son, in love, as a Savior for you. 
Mary and Joseph had traveled for days, obeying great Caesar's decree 
To go to their ancestral home, to be counted properly. 
Joseph was born of King David's line, to Bethlehem he had to go, 
For this was the City of David, who had lived there many years ago. 
So even through Mary was weary, expecting her child any day 
They packed up their bags, and they started on a long and difficult way. 

 Luke 2:1–5 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 
 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was 
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 
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Song: Mary Did you know? 

 

The Story… 

But when they arrived feeling tired, all weary and longing for rest, they found all the inns were too crowded 
to make room for another guest. A kind innkeeper pitied their plight and guided them to his stable. 
 
Joseph: Do you have room? 
 
Inn Keeper: No! 
Inn Keeper: You can sleep here tonight if you wish. I'll bring fresh hay when I'm able. 
 

Holy Scripture Luke 2:6 

 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
 

Away in a Manger LSB 364 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Story… 

Just outside Bethlehem, not far away, Shepherds guarded their sheep in the night. 
Suddenly the sky lit up like day, and the glory of God shone bright. 
Amazed, the shepherds fell to their knees, they shivered and cowered in fear, 
For an angel of God appeared to them and spoke Loud and Clear 
 
Angel: Fear not, for I bring you Good News of Great Joy! 
Angel: Today in the town of David, a Savior is born! 
Angel: He is Christ the Lord! 
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The Angel Band 

There was one, there were two, there were three little angels, 
There were four, there were five, there were six little angels, 
There were seven ,there were eight, there were nine little angels. 
There were ten little angels in that band. 
Oh, wasn't that a band, Christmas morning, Christmas morning, Christmas morning. 
Wasn't that a band Christmas morning, Christmas morning soon. 
 

The Story… 

The shepherds all ran to the stable, 
As quickly as their legs could move. 
And there they knelt to worship the Lord 
And gaze upon Him with great Love. 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 3–4 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 
ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
    Christ the Lord! 

 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: Refrain 

 
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text: Public domain 

 
Holy Scripture Luke 2:16 

 16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
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The Story… 

Shepherd: Who could dream that such amazing things could happen in Bethlehem! 
Shepherd: We can't keep this good news to ourselves! 
Shepherd: Come let us tell Everyone that JESUS IS BORN! 
 

Holy Scripture Luke 2:17–18 

 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
 

Little Stripped Candy Cane 

Little Stripped Candy Cane, reminds us how the Shepherds came. 
They told everyone the news. I will try to share it too! 
Jesus, God's own Son, has come to be the Savior of everyone! 
 

Joy to the World LSB 387 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Text: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 
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Catechism Review 

 
The Sixth Petition 

And lead us not into temptation. 
Lead us not into temptation. 
 
What does this mean? 
God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, 
and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and 
vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the 
victory. 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
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Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
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Sit 
Offering 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 sts. ref, 5–7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
P For the faithful proclamation of Christ’s saving name, that God’s people may be strengthened in the true 

faith and His kingdom extended, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church throughout the world and for all who confess the name of Christ, that God 

would guard and defend us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this congregation, its mission and its people; for the ability to meet the needs that arise as we do the 

work God has given us to do; and for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the educational institutions of our synod: for our preschools, our day schools and high schools, our 
colleges and universities, and for our seminaries, that those who teach and those who learn in them 
would be transformed by the wisdom of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all who partake this day of Christ’s holy body and blood, that in their eating and drinking they may 

receive the benefits of forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life and have a foretaste of the feast to 
come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who have wandered from the faith, that the Holy Spirit would use us to call them home to the 

Father, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the government and all who have been set into positions of leadership, that they may use the 

authority entrusted to them honorably and for the good of the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all who serve in worthy occupations, professions, arts, and sciences, that God would grant them skill 

and integrity in the performance of their responsibilities and valued service through their vocations, let 
us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who suffer from hunger, homelessness, poverty, or unemployment, that God’s great mercy and 

love would preserve and relieve them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all the faithful, that the Spirit would lead them to cheerful, generous giving from the bounty the Lord 

provides, to support the Church and to help those in need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who are sick (especially [name]), that God would grant healing to their bodies and strength to 

bear their infirmities with patience and grace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who mourn (especially [name]), that in their time of sorrow they would not lose hope but rely 

on God’s promise that He will never leave them or forsake them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who rejoice in the rich blessings of God, that they may always remember the Giver of every gift 

and give Him heartfelt thanks, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 

for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His 
ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the 
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 
has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, 
honor, and worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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The Words of Our Lord 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

 
 

Agnus Dei 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
Distribution 
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Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 

 

 

 
 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel 
Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005290 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis 199 
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Thanksgiving 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Salutation 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 

Benedicamus 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
 

 
 

Benediction 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352 

 

 

 
 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 


