2020—9-27

17th Sunday after Pentecost

Special Radio Service – please follow along on KULP on 106.7 FM or 1390 AM. See also our
webpage at: https://stjohns-wharton.org/corona with other instructions on how to follow
along.

Confession and Absolution
495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Right Column
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.
Stand
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Service of the Word
Introit

Ps. 147:1–5; antiphon: Ps. 147:6

The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God;
for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
The LORD builds up Jerusalem;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD lifts up the humble;
he casts the wicked to the ground.

Kyrie

LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your
Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

4

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32

1

The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the
Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the
father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.
25
“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not
your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice,
he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away
from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall
not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not
just? Is it not your ways that are not just?
30
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord G OD.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die,
O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord G OD; so turn, and live.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Ps. 91:11; 103:1

He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

Epistle

Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18

1

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any
affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant
than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
14
Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, children of
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in
the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in
vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

Matthew 21:23–27

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
23

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
24
Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you
by what authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then
did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John
was a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by
what authority I do these things.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
6

Holy Baptism - Second
What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe
this, as the words and promises of God declare.
Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever
does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16)

549 All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name

6

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.

7

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
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Sermon
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand

Offertory

LSB 192

Sit

Offering – The Gathering of our offering is an act of Worship for members of St. John’s
Lutheran Church. Here, we give back to God a portion of what He has so generously given to
us. During this unusual time, we ask that offerings are given online through this page of our
website: https://stjohns-wharton.org/giving You are also welcome to mail checks to the
church office. If you are one of our guests or visitors listening along, your presence with us is
all the gift we would ask, and invite you to continue to hear God’s Word with our community.
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Stand

Prayer of the Church
P O Lord, we are Your people, chosen by Your grace to be Your own possession, and granted mercy upon
mercy. Hear Your people who cry to You in need, and remember us according to the favor You have
shown to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Brief silence
P Make us to know Your ways, O Lord, that we may walk in the path of salvation made known in Your
Word. Hear our complaints and quiet them by Your merciful deliverance, that we may respond with trust
and thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Encourage us, O Lord, by Your Holy Spirit, that we may not lose heart but, being of one mind and one
will, may serve You with gladness, doing the works of Your Kingdom and speaking Your Word of witness
throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Help us, O Lord, to hold fast to Your Word and bless us with faithful pastors who will preach and teach
Your eternal Gospel, that we may rejoice in doing Your will. Guide those considering church-work
vocations, and bless them as they are formed for Your service. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Shine Your light upon us, O Lord, that we may do what is good and right and live as faithful citizens in our
nation. Bless Donald, our president; _____________, our governor; and all those elected and appointed to
make, administer and judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Enlighten us with godly knowledge and wisdom, O Lord, and bless those who pursue science to improve
our lives and the lives of those in greatest need. Bless all honorable vocations and all honest labor, and
lead the unemployed to good jobs and noble work not only for their own interests but for the good of us
all. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Show us Your compassion, O Lord, and in Your mercy grant healing, comfort and peace to all those who
suffer. Deliver them from all their afflictions, pain, sorrow and fear. We especially pray for _____________
and all those we name in our hearts before You. [Brief silence] Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of illness and distress. In mercy
put an end to the pandemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all who mourn.
Sustain all medical personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness
and holiness, Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Guide us, O Lord, that with all our hearts, minds, bodies and resources we may serve You. Give special
blessing to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and to the many ways they bring the good news of
Your salvation and the works of Your love across our nation and world. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Help us, O Lord, to remember the faithful who loved and served You and who now rest from their labors.
Bring us with them to that most blessed day when together we shall dwell in Your presence on high
forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Grant to us all good things needful for this body and life and profitable for our salvation, and keep from
us all things harmful, that sustained in time of want and guarded in time of prosperity, we may endure to
the day of our Lord’s coming and be judged worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forevermore.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

LSB 196

P Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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696 O God, My Faithful God

5

Let me depart this life
Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul
That it may live forever;
And let my body have
A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;
And let it sleep in peace.

6

And on that final day
When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,
My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,
Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice
With those who love Your name.
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Salutation and Benedicamus

Benediction

LSB 202

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.
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686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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