2020-09-06 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Special Radio Service – please follow along on KULP on 106.7 FM or 1390 AM. See also our
webpage at: https://stjohns-wharton.org/corona with other instructions on how to follow
along.
Confession and Absolution
820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Right Column
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful
and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for
refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.
Stand
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Service of the Word
Introit

Ps. 92:1–4; antiphon: Ps. 92:5

How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!
It is good to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,
to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
How great are your works, O LORD!
Your thoughts are very deep!

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we
may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

4

Sit

Old Testament Reading

Ezekiel 33:7–9

7

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from
his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Ps. 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle

Romans 13:1–10

1

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and
those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.
5
Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For
the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay
to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
8
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
10
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

5

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

Matthew 18:1–20

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
1

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And
calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to
be drowned in the depth of the sea.
7
“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by
whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It
is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal
fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
10
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see
the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them
has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went
astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never
went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.
15
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,
you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.
18
Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among
them.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

6

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

The Seventh Petition
But deliver us from evil.
But deliver us from evil.
What does this mean?
We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and
soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously
take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.

7

522 Lord God, to Thee We Give All Praise

5

As he of old deceived the world
And into sin and death has hurled,
So now he subtly lies in wait
To undermine both Church and state.

6

A roaring lion, round he goes,
No halt nor rest he ever knows;
He seeks the Christians to devour
And slay them by his dreadful pow’r.

7

But watchful is the angel band
That follows Christ on ev’ry hand
To guard His people where they go
And break the counsel of the foe.

8

For this, now and in days to be,
Our praise shall rise, O Lord, to Thee,
Whom all the angel hosts adore
With grateful songs forevermore.
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Sermon
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
Stand
8

Offertory
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Sit

Offering – The Gathering of our offering is an act of Worship for members of St. John’s
Lutheran Church. Here, we give back to God a portion of what He has so generously given to
us. During this unusual time, we ask that offerings are given online through this page of our
website: https://stjohns-wharton.org/giving You are also welcome to mail checks to the
church office. If you are one of our guests or visitors listening along, your presence with us is
all the gift we would ask, and invite you to continue to hear God’s Word with our community.

9

Stand

Prayer of the Church
P Blessed Lord, You have promised that where two or three are gathered in Your name, You are in the
midst of them. Hear the prayers of Your people, and grant our supplications.
Brief silence
P O Lord, grant to Your people courage, that with boldness we may speak Your name in witness and warn
sinners so that they may come to faith and repentance and so enjoy the forgiveness of their sins. Give
Your Church wisdom and strength by Your Spirit, that she may be steadfast and unmovable in Your Word
and truth. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, be present among Your people to serve us with the gifts of Your grace, and grant that we may
receive them with joy. Give to us faithful pastors and church workers who will minister to us in Your name
and strengthen our faith and life together as Your baptized people. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, give to us good and honest leaders who will govern according to Your Word and will. Give us
grace, that we may not fail to pray for those who lead us and to act as good citizens and good neighbors
to one another. Give peace to the nations, and bring an end to violence, prejudice and racism. Guide us to
know and respect all life, from the infant in the womb to the youth beginning maturity, and from the
mature to the aged. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, You send rain upon the earth and turn the seeds into plants rich with fruit for harvest. Accept our
thanks and praise for Your continued goodness in providing a good harvest and food for all. Give us
wisdom so that we may use Your resources wisely and extend Your care to those in need. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, You urge us to give special care and guidance to the young and those new to the faith. Give us
grace, that we may not lead them into temptation or sin but guard their faith by making known to them
the full counsel of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, You are the strength of the weak, the healing of the sick, the comfort of those who grieve and the
peace of those near death. Hear us on behalf of _____________, that they may be sustained in their
afflictions, comforted in life and death, and delivered to everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of illness and distress. In mercy
put an end to the pandemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all who mourn.
Sustain all medical personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness
and holiness, Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, You have given the day for work and the night for rest. Bless all honest labor and industry, artists
and artisans, and those in caring professions. Keep us in humility, and guard us against pride and
arrogance. Give to us a spirit of generosity, that we may share with others the blessings that flow from
our labors. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O Lord, deliver us from pandemic and pestilence, from disaster and danger, and from a sudden death,
that kept in faith, we may be preserved through this mortal life and in death be received into the arms of
Your mercy and into the blessed rest of everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Hear us, O Lord, who cry to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, whom with the Spirit, You are one
God and one Lord, now and forevermore.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

LSB 196

P Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

11

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!
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Salutation and Benedicamus
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Benediction
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686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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